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When Mt. Bandai erupted* in 1888 (Meiji 21), large pyroxene andesite stones were carried along in the subsequent landslide and
carried past Biwasawa to the Mine area (see diagram 1.). Mine Boulder was one of these stones. Zenbei Iwata, who lived in Kitakata
at the time, took the picture of people working around the giant boulder right after the eruption (see picture 1.). The boulder
captured in the photograph and the boulder located at this site presently, are one and the same. This giant boulder has a height of
over 3.1 meters and a length of 8.2 meters. As it sinks into the ground each year as a result of its weight, the part of the boulder face
presently exposed is only two thirds the size of the boulder when it was photographed in 1888. As its location is evidence to the fact
that it was carried a much farther distance than expected, it was deemed important for scientific studies, and designated as a
National Historic Natural Phenomena in 1941 (Showa 16). Other boulders such as this one are found farther inland dotting the
landscape along the Biwasawa area.

*This was a phreatic (explosive) eruption. ]
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